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North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Local Disability Forum reports for July - September 2018 

 

 Craven Disability Forum 

 Hambleton and Richmondshire Disability Forum  

 Harrogate Disability Forum  

 RipPSI 

 Selby District Disability Forum 

 Yorkshire Coast and Ryedale Disability Forum 
 
Craven Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: July - September 2018 
 
CDF last met on 13th August.  We were joined by Danielle Daglan from 
Craven District Council, who informed the group about the plans to 
redevelop Skipton Town Hall to provide a much-improved and 
considerably more accessible customer experience.   
 
The Town Hall is a cultural hub, with museum, gallery, concert hall and 
tourist information, and as well as improved access the development will 
include a new extension with education room, research space, new store 
and new gallery, and offices.  Members of the group were really pleased 
to hear that the development will include a Changing Place, which will be 
available in the evenings, due to the longer opening hours of the Town 
Hall.   
 
Members volunteered to take part in a focus group to look at 
accessibility and to have this as ongoing resource during and after 
developments.  This will complement another focus group involving 
people with dementia. 
 
We also met the NYCC Highways Customer Communications Officer for 
the Craven area, Deborah Flowers, and talked about closer liaison 
between area highways and the disability forum.  
 
We heard about councillors’ locality budgets, and Kate Senior from 
Craven District Council explained that a local councillor was very 
interested in the work of the group, and would welcome an invitation.  
 
We had an update from Ian about the Skipton accessibility project: Ian is 
liaising with Skipton BID (Business Improvement District) to get the 
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access sticker project on the list of projects they support.  He reported 
that there is also some funding from the BID to shops to improve access 
eg ramps.  Ian also gave an update on the recent meeting between 
North Yorkshire Disability Forum and North Yorkshire Building Control 
Partnership. 
 
Helen mentioned an access mapping app called KIMAP; she is 
researching this app and will report back to the forum.  There’s a similar 
app called Wheelmap.  These are mapping apps that people can 
download and add information to about access.   
 
Shanna Carrell on behalf of the Craven Disability Forum. 
 
 
Hambleton and Richmondshire Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: July - September 2018 
 
The Hambleton and Richmondshire Forum is currently paused.  The 
HAS participation and engagement team now has two new members of 
staff which should enable us to make progress to establish a new way of 
involving disabled people in these districts in 2018/19. 
 
 
Harrogate Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: July - September 2018 
 
Our last meeting was on 17th August, at Harrogate Borough Council 
Civic Centre.  This was a joint meeting with Harrogate and District 
Access Group, and was well attended including representation from a 
new member group, Headway Harrogate. 
 
The group discussed a number of issues: 
 

 Accessibility in Harrogate Borough Council car parks, with the HBC 
car parks manager. 
 

 A discussion from Renaissance Knaresborough on a possible new 
project in Knaresborough to improve access from the riverside to the 
town, and an invitation to contribute to focus groups as the project 
develops. 

 



3 
 

 An update from Disability Action Yorkshire about the mystery 
shopping project which is part-funded by Harrogate Disability Forum; 
Brenda and Nick have been mystery-shopping some big-name 
websites for their web chat facilities and found that EE was excellent.  
Others, unfortunately, were not! 

 

 Updates from Harrogate Borough Council on the Pump Room 
Museum developments and Ripon Leisure Centre. 

 

 Customer feedback to Harrogate Borough Council about lack of 
Changing Places in the borough – the forum agreed to discuss this 
further and to look at what the forums could do to raise awareness of 
the importance of Changing Places to encourage developers to 
include them. 

 

 Plans from Nick Moxon and Dani Mulholland for a new Boccia Club at 
Knaresborough community centre.   

 

 Concerns from members of the Headway Harrogate group about the 
difficulties of the benefit system, and a proposal for the forum to look 
at this in more detail at one of our meetings. 

 
Future joint meetings to be chaired in turn by the Chair of Harrogate 
Disability Forum and the Chair of Harrogate and District Access Group.  
Our next meeting is on 16th November and will be chaired by Ernie 
Butler, Chair of HADAG. 
 
Shanna Carrell on behalf of Harrogate Disability Forum 
 
 
Ripon Physical and Sensory Impairment Group 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: July - September 2018 
 
We have held the monthly meetings as usual, this included a very 
productive discussion with Ian Spicer from NYCC as a pre consultation 
to the Consultation which will take place in October on the charging 
policy for transport and for the attendance of a second carer.  
 
We have also commence the delivery of our year plan, which includes a 
Take a Seat Campaign and Disability Awareness. We have had a 
change of mind from a day time training session in October and are now 
exploring a joint partnership event with the Community Interest 
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Company which includes retailers and business people among their 
membership, with an early evening event. If this is agreed we plan to 
launch the Take Seat Campaign at this event as well as including the 
Disability Awareness. 
 
It has not been possible to progress the issue of Access to Multi 
Occupancy Accommodation at the moment but we are still hoping to 
move this forward. 
 
The group discussed the Residential Disabled Parking Policy. This was 
an issue that we raised with the NYDF some time ago, following the 
experience of one of members.  Our members had a discussion and 
concluded there was generally insufficient parking for everyone. There 
needs to be a more realistic allocation when developments are planned.  
There were different rules and charging policies in different areas. 
 
A member reported that he had seen disabled parking bays on holiday 
where the whole bay was painted blue and this was very helpful. 
 
New guidelines were needed. 
 
Carers need to be able to park near their home when they have to drive 
the disabled person. 
 
Lynette Barnes, Co-ordinator RipPSI 
 
 
Selby District Disability Forum 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: July - September 2018 
 
Southern CEF Action Group has 13 volunteers. 
 
We have received funding from Tadcaster and villages CEF to set up 
another regional ‘Local Action Group’, which we launched Thursday 6th 
September. 
 
Our Disability Awareness Co-ordinator has been approached by a PhD 
student, to be included in this project. 
 
Increased committee by 3 (2 visually impaired and a profoundly Deaf 
gentleman – for whom we have engaged a regular BSL interpreter), 
which is amazing for us, increasing the range of disabilities we have on 
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our central committee!  So excluding contractors, (Development Officer 
and Disability Awareness Co-ordinator), NYCC invites, our Central 
Board now has 10 regular members.   
 
The new members are very keen not only to be regular members of the 
board, but also to get involved in all projects to gives even more 
prospective to our projects. 
 
A reminder that all our’ how to’ and ‘top tips’ guides are available to 
download from our website. 
The ‘DIFFICULTY’ cards (previously shown to NYDF members), can be 
requested at good rates. 
 
Phil Dodson, Chairperson. 
 
 
Yorkshire Coast & Ryedale Disability Forum report 
Report for North Yorkshire Disability Forum 
Period covered: July - September 2018 
 

 Forum Meetings – The group has met twice over this period. 

 Attendance – The number of attendees has been consistent, ranging 
from disabled individuals, organisations representing disabled people. 
Councillors have been unable to attend meetings due to council 
commitments.  

 Code of Conduct – The group discussed the importance of such a 
document. It was agreed that when a revised copy is available from 
NYDF it will be put on the agenda for further discussion. 

 Task Groups – The forum has concentrated on improving access for 
disabled people to Alpamare Water Park. The forum brought together 
the developers, operators and an access consultant. This meeting 
was extremely positive and resulted in agreements to many of the 
improvements in principle agreed. The forum recently decided to write 
a letter to ask how things are progressing and to offer its services. 
There have also been improvements made to some businesses in 
Scarborough: Pizza Hut – automated door, KFC – improved access, 
Hospice Education Centre – automated door for accessible toilet. 

 Forge Valley, West Ayton – Forge Valley has currently got a 
boardwalk alongside the river. However, it is in vital need of repairs, 
so the group is offering advice re improvements. 

 Planning Applications – Two members of the forum are now 
responsible for looking at all relevant planning applications, ensuring 
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that the needs of disabled people are considered. There are two 
areas presently of interest Whitby Hospital and a proposed cinema 
complex in Scarborough. All issues will be raised and sent to 
Scarborough Borough Council Planning Department. 

 Disability Awareness – Forum members felt that they would like to 
be more informed about other impairments. It was decided to invite 
one guest speaker to all future meetings. Tony Mollica, forum 
member, will be the first speaker who will talk about visual 
impairments.  

 Media – The Forum are to start using the media. The first article with 
have an introduction to YCRDF linked to a call for other organisations 
to get involved with the forum. It will be more as a way of making 
news than necessarily trying to get more members. 
The media will be informed about the access project, calling on 
businesses to promote their accessible facilities to support the work 
with Discover Yorkshire Coast.  

 Wetwheels – Peter Richardson spoke to the group about the new 
group Wetwheels Yorkshire – Power Catamaran. The boat is 9 
metres long, providing a wide stable platform. It can hold ten 
passengers including three wheelchair users. The boat has been 
designed so everybody can participate including driving the boat as it 
has a small steering wheel that moves with a slight touch. Booking 
can be for individuals or groups with a charge incurred but rates are 
flexible and may be subsidised. Contact information: 
info@wetwheelsyorkshire.com or Tel: 01947 466566 

 Consultations – Health and Adult Services are consulting people 
about charges and the forum has agreed to assist. Some members 
are also going to be involved with a new online tool for financial 
assessments. 
 

Bridget Hardy – Administrator YCRDF  
 

mailto:info@wetwheelsyorkshire.com

